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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Mr. Creevey’s CAs. This is a case 
of considerable interest, and, indeed, of 
great public importance. The charge 
against this gentleman was that of Libel an 





_aMr. Kirkpatrick, an inspector of Taxes 


at Liverpool, or in that neighbourhood. 
——This man prosecuted Mr. Creevey by 
criminal process, and, by a Speciai Jury ; 
the latter was found guilty at the last as- 
sizes at Lancaster. I shall first insert 
the report of the Trial, as I find it in the 
news-papers; and, having done that, I 
shall offer to my readers a few remarks on 
the subject, ‘* Mr. Park, the Attorney 
‘General for the county, stated, that this 
‘* was a prosecution against Mr. Creevey, 
“a Member of Parliament, for having 
‘published in the Liverpool Mercury, a 
‘most scandalous and defamatory libel, 
‘highly injurious to the character of a 
‘Gendeman of the name of Kirkpatrick, 
‘filling the important office of Inspector 
‘General of Taxes. He did not mean to 
‘deny the Hon. Member’s right to state 
‘what be pleased in the House of Com- 
‘‘mons—the exercise of that privilege, 
** however it might affect the feelings of in- 
‘‘ dividuals, could not be called in question ; 
‘but he contended, that if a Member of 
‘the House of Commons afterwards sent 
‘to the editor of a news-paper his own 
‘report of his speech, he was answerable 
“if it contained libellous matter just the 








“same as for the publication of a libel of 
“any other description. 


The learned 
‘ Counsel then stated, that the libel pur- 
‘ ported to be the report of the Honourable 
‘ Member’s speech made upon the occasion 
‘of presenting a petition to the House of 
‘Commons against the East India Com- 
‘pany’s monopoly. He seemed to have 
‘gone whylly out of his way in order to 
‘ vilify the prosecutor, for he represented 
‘ the distresses of the people of Liverpool 
‘as having been aggravated by his ap- 
* pointment to the office of Inspector Ge- 

neral of Taxes—he designated the office 
_ of Mr, Kirkpatrick as that of a common 
informer, and insinuated that he received 


amen —[674 


** a large annuity for undertaking to screw 
‘6 up persons’ assessments to the extent of 
‘¢ his own imagination. The learned Coun- 





*« sel added, that the libel went on to insult 
| ** the memory of the late Mr. Perceval, by 
* asserting, that he had given Mr. Kirk- 
| ** patrick this appointment, merely in con- 
'* sequence of his having been his client. 

*€ The learned Counsel then referred to the 
** case of the King against Lord Abingdon, 
*© to shew that the publication of a libel 
*¢ against an individual was not to be justi- 
*¢ fied by the circumstance of its being a 
| ** report of a speech made in Parliament. 
| ** He concluded by expressing his convic- 
| ‘© tion, that the verdict would confirm the 
| doctrine for which he contended, 

'** The publication from Mr. Creevey’s 
‘* manuscript having been clearly proved, 
|“ Mr. Broucuam frst submitted to his 

** Lordship, upon the authority of the case 
of the King ». Wright, that he was not 
“§ called upom to address the Jury. He in- 
‘© sisted generally that a Member of Parlia- 
‘* ment could not be held accountable for 
‘* publishing a true report of what passed 
‘¢ in Parliament.——The Judge over-ruled 
‘* this point, and the learned Gentleman 
‘¢ then addressed the Jury. He said, that 
‘6 Mr. Creevey had been urged by many 
‘© Members of both Houses, justly alarw- 
‘* ed at this prosecution, to insist upon his 
** privilege, but the learned Judge having 
** decided against him, he should now pro- 
*¢ ceed to the other ground of his defence. 
‘© He then in a very eloquent and ingenious 
*¢ speech coutended, that there was nothing 
*¢ libellous in the publication—that matters 
** reflecting in a mueh higher degree upon 
‘6 the characters of individuals, had been 
*¢ published as the speeches of Mr. Burke, 
‘© Mr. Pitt, Mr. Windham, and other ewi- 
** nent parliamentary characters, He in- 
‘¢ ferred the injurious operation of impos- 
‘* ing any restraiut upon the publication of 
‘* reports of what passed in Parliament, 
‘* and on this ground principally trusted 
‘6 his client would be acquiited.——Siz 
‘6 Simon Le Buanc staied his clear opinion 
** that jit was no extenuation of a libel to 











4s say that it was the report of a speech in » 
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‘+ Parliament. The publication in ques- 
‘* tion was one which tended to vilify the 
‘* prosecutor, who was in the execution of 
<a public trust; and he was therefore 
bound to say, it was a libel answering 
¢* the description given of it in the indict- 
6 ment.——The Jury were of the same 
* opinion, and without a moment’s hesita- 
tion, pronounced a verdict of Guivry. 
‘*_._§_§_Me. Beoucuam said, he wished to 
*¢ tender a Bill of Exceptions, but he was 
informed by the learned Judge he could 
not do so ina criminal prosecution; and 
‘¢ besides that, he should have tendered it 
‘¢ before he had taken the chance of the 
“ verdict being in his favour.’”’-——-Now, 
whether there was any thing really libel- 
lous in the publication, is a question which 
i shal! not undertake to determine. Indeed 
T never read the Speech, that I know of, as 
it stood in the parliamentary Report, and 
certainly I never read the publication in 
juestion. The point, therefore, whether 
ithe publication was, or was not, libellous, 
{ shal! leave wholly untouched; and shall 
meddle only with the doctrine, which is set 
up in this particular case.-——Mr. Creevey 
having madea speech in parliament respect- 
ing this Kirkpatrick, who, it seems, was 
formerly an Attorney, and who was made 
by Perceval an Inspector General of Taxes, 
he afterwards caused that speech to be put 
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into print, and to be published in the Li- | 





verpool Mercury. Here, said Kirkpa- 
trick, { have him! Here he is upon a 
level with other writers and other publish- 
ers; and, accordingly, he commenced that 
criminal prosecution, the result of which 
we have seen above. It is, we observe, 
contended, that Mr. Crrevey was exempt- 
ed from the ordinary operation of the law, 
his publication being no more than a cor- 
rect account of what he said in the House of 
Commons; and Mr. Brougham pleads the 
privilege of his client, upon the ground of 
the decision of the Court of King’s Bench 
in the case of Wright. But, with submis- 
sion, this was not a case at all in point. 
Wright was prosecuted for publishing a re- 
-port, not of a speech, but of a Committee. 
Jt was an official document; it was a paper 
put on record. It contained matter very 
injurious to the character, and might tend 
to endanger even the life of the party com- 
plaining. It was a document which ought 
not to have been published; and, in my 
opinion, such publications may be amongst 
the most cruel of libels. 
may, the case was very, different indeed 
from the case beforeus, and afforded no pre- 
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But, be this as it: 
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cedent whereon to plead an exemption, —_ 
In an article, which I have seen jy »), 
Statesman, itis argued, that, accordine ty 
the Bill of Rights, no member is to bp 
called to account out of the House for w!y, 
he says in the House ; and, it being ady):.. 
ted, that Mr. Creevey published no » e 
than he said, the conclusion is, that the Bj 
of Rights protects him in the publishing 3s 
well as in the speaking.——But, eel 
this cannot be seriously held! The Bil of 
Rights refers only to what passes in the 
House itself, and has by no means in con. 
templation the publishing of what passe 
either by the members themselves, o; by 
any body else. Indeed, it is perfectly 
notorious, that the publishing of the reports 
of debates at all is in violation of the Orders 
of the House. People do it; but they 
may be punished for it; the act is a bree) 
of privilege; and, to suppose, that the 
metbers can with impunity violate tie pri- 
vilege of their own House would be strange 
indeed. If the editor of the Liverpool 
Mercury, or I, or any other proprietor, or 
editor, of a news-paper, had printed the 
speech of Mr. Creevey, we, of course, 
should have been punishable as_libellers; 
supposing the speech to be libellous; be- 
cause, if we had said that it was not a thing 
of our making, but a speech uttered in par 
liament, that would have been alleged as an 
addition to our offence, seeing that to pub- 
lish any such speech is what is called a 
breach of privilege. And, whi is a mem- 
ber to be permitted to publish his own 
speech? What reason is there for it? [a 
this particular case, indeed, it is said, th 
Mr. Greevey published his real speech, ia 
order to correct the errors which had govt 
forth in the report which others had pu 
lished of that speech. But, we must Ded! 
in anind, that the doctrine applics (0 “ 
speeches made in parliament; and, |! 
adopted, might be brought to bear 
any occasion whatever. The truth & 
that what is-here contended for is, @ /'"” 
lege in a member of parliament to publis . 
with impunity, just what he pleases ag" 
any individual in the world ; for, his pr” 
lege, in the first place, protects him whi 
he is saying what he pleases, and thea, * 
any time afterwards, comes this new P"" 
lege of publishing all that he has eve! a 
in the way of speech, though, at ne 
of the publication, he may be, ® ~" 
Creevey was, out of parliament.~" 
the Bill of Rights have Ahad such a tet! 
privilege as this in contemplation ? 
it was, indeed, most aptly denom! 
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liberty which members of parliament have 


‘results from that liberty; for, it does seem 


‘some borough, seated in virtue of well- 


} he knew me to be a thief; that I stole from 


| lion of his assertion, he and the House 


677] MAY 8, 1813.—Jir. Greevey’s Case. 


Bill of Wrongs. ——-The reader will bear in | 
mind, that we are speaking of the doctrine 
in its general operation, and not endea- 
youring to show the evil of having used the 
press upon this particular occasion. —It 
has been thought, and often said, that the 


to say Whatever they please, in their places, 
of any body, is only to be tolerated on ac- 
count of the good which, in other respects, 


somewhat hard, that a man should be at- 
tucked, that he should have all sorts of evil 
said of him, that he should be falsely ac- 
cused of all sorts of crimes, that he should 
be wholly without any remedy, and that his 
assailant should have the power to punish 
him as a breaker of privilege, if he dares, 
in print, to attempt to repel the assault. 
——Suppose, for instance, a member for 


known means, and having strong revenge 
to gratify against me, were to assert, in a 
speech in his place, that I was athief; that 


him a bag of money only six months ago. 
——I could not punish him for this; I 
could not call him to legal account for it; 
and, if 1 were even to publish a contradic- 


might, if they chose, send me to jail fora 
breach of their privileges. Thus, I 
think, this privilege of a member has a 
pretty good latitude without stretching it 
any farther; but, if it be extended to the 
use of the press; if the man, who has 
falsely accused me of theft in his speech, 
had also the privilege, at any future time, 
and as often as he pleased, to write, and 
print, and publish the same falsehood, 
merely because it had once been uttered by 
him in the way of speech; if this extension 
were to take place, what a scourge must 
the Houses of Parliament soon become ! 
There would be in the kingdom nearly a 
thousand licensed libellers. Aye, several 
thousands, for this doctrine would screen 
every one who had ever been a member, if 
he confined himself to the publication of 
What he had ever uttered in the House. 
No man’s, no woman’s character would 
be safe. A peer or a member of the other 
House, in order to gratify his own hatred, 
or that of any relation, of a wife, or of a 
mistress, might assail, in the most unequi- 
vocal terms, the character of any person, 
or any family, and that, too, through the 
channel of the press; a privilege too terri- 
ble to be thought of without horror. 
The objection, therefore, of Mr. Brougham, 
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seems to me to be quite untenable. A 
member of parliament is, as far as relates 
to his speech in the House, protected by 
the Bill of Rights; but, if he steps out of 
it, and, in the character of author, printer, 
publisher, or proprictor, repeats what he 
has said in his speech, he puts himself upon 
a level, in the eye of the law, with all 
other persons in those capacities. If I, for 
instance, were a member of parliament (and 
the thing would be Jess wonderful than 
many that we see); if I were a member of 
parliament, would Mr. Brougham say, that 
I should have a right to publish in my Re- 
gister of the Saturday any attacks upon the 
Judges, or upon any body else, that I 
wight choose to make in speeches during 
the week? I could, I dare say, if Thad my 
full swing, lay it on pretty thick; and 
will Mr. Brougham seriously contend, that 
my privilege as a member would protect 
me as author and proprietor of a news- 
paper? If so, what would there be to 
serve as a fence to that amiable conjunction 
called Church and State? All that Mr. 
Paine has said in his Age of Reason: all 
that Votraire had said with more ability 
before him ; all this might appear in print, 
in defiance of the Attorney General, and 
our poor Old Mother, the Church, would 
be left to the arguments and proofs of the 
Clergy, wholly unassisted by the arm of 
the law; for, if I were so disposed, I could, 
and so could any man, contrive to work all 
the anti-christian notions, all the ridicule 
which has been thrown on the Christian 
faith ; all this I could easily contrive to work 
into a couple or three speeches during the 
progress of the Curate’s Bill, or, indeed, al- 
most any other Bill, if 1 had not a mind to 
make a motion for the express purpose. 
And, is Mr. Brougham prepared to say, as 
a lawyer, that I should afterwards be pro- 
tected in the publishing of such ridicule? 
If a member of parliament be not him- 
self the proprietor of a news-paper, it is 
easy enough for him, if he be rich, to hire 
columns for whatever he has a mind to say ; 
and then, if Mr. Brougham’s doctrine be 
sound, arises this curious absurdity, that, 
while the printer and proprietor of the 
paper would be liable to punishment for 
giving currency to a member’s libels, he 
himself, as writer, would not be liable to 
punisiiment. Then take this case and 
view it along with that before supposed, 
and you see, that a man is liable to be pu- 
nished for publishing a speech in one paper, 
while he who published it in another paper 
would not be liable to be punished,—A 
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member might be printer as well as pro- 
prietor of a paper. There the publication 
vould not be punishable; while, in the 
paper of his next door neighbour, it might 
seuad three or four people to perish in the 
stench of a jail.—— Besides, as if the ab- 
surdities of the doctrine were without end, 
who is to prove that the printed speech is 
the same as the speech uttered in parlia- 
meut? The libellous quality of any pub- 
lication is generally to be found in certain 
particular expressions ; and who, I say, is 
to prove upon oath, that the speech pub- 
lished is precisely the same as the speech 
spoken; and, without such proof, what 
would even the privilege contended for 
avail the defendant? But, I abhor the 
idea of such a privilege, which, as I have, 
Jthink, clearly shown, would give to ma- 
ny hundreds of persons the right of libel- 
ling whomsoever they pleased; the right 
of defaming; the right of blasting the re- 
putation of; the right of totally ruining all 





Vv 
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g 
those against whom they might entertain a 
spite.——_—-No, Mr. Brougham, peers and 
the worthy gentlemen who represent bo- 
roughs have, in my humble idea of the 
matter, quite privileges enough already, 
I do not wish to see those privileges ex- 
tended. They can now speak what they 
please of any body with impunity, and if 
they could also wrife and publish what they 
pleased with the like impanity, who but 
themselves could bear to exist in the coun- 
try. Before I conclude, I must again 
observe, that I meddle not with the merits 
of this case; and, I cannot refrain from 
adding an expression of my firm belief, 
that Mr. Creevey is amongst the last of 
those, whom I should be afraid to trust 
with the privilege contended for by his 
advocate; seeing that he is a man remark- 
able for candour and manliness. But, he 
cannot have the privilege without its being 
possessed by clhers. [{t is a privilege 
which no man ought to possess.. Indeed, 
the idea of such a privilege in any man is 
an insult to common sense. 





** German Parriots.” These two 
words joined together naturally excite some 
degree of curiosity, and the proceedings 
now on foot under this title are, in their 
way, the most curious of the kind.——A 
Meeting has, it seems, taken place, in 
Loudon, for the purpose of raising money 
by subscription for the aid and support of 
the ** German Palriols ;’’ that is to say, 
the people in those parts of Germany, where 
am inchnation to resist and drive out the 
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French has discovered itself,.— ,, th: de 
Meeting the Duke of Sussex was, it teins si 
in the Chair, and, before I make any ..’ part 
marks on it, I shall insert the most mae. an 
rial part of the speech of His Royal Hist. = 
ness upon the occasion. —It was as follows - ; eR 
—** For eighteen years I have, with mud s 5 
** attention, marked the effects of the Freng) - 
** Revolution. I have, reasoning from 7 _— 
** analogy, anticipated still more fatal ef. . — 
** fects than those which had already takey ts | 
** place, every day’s experience shewinr um: 
“sé ees , . ° * ove 
that my views were not fallacious; a3 Se 
** I have even maintained, that if the yio. ; es 
** Jent and wide spreading plague by which ES * 
‘© we were assailed were not resisted wich Naess 
‘* proportionate violence, universal desiryc. be ps 
| ** gion must be the inevitable resul:.— ss 7 
| ** / Applause.J—We are not indeed me ‘ = 
| to sit in judgment on past events, but a i to 
| ** reference to them does not seem out of 6 th 
| ** place, as tending to draw the attentioa 6 of 
| ** to that great teacher, which may impel “/] 
+ ** us to counsels calculated to promote a i a 
|“ successful termination of that great con- £6 63 
| ** test in which we have been so long c- ts in 
** gaged, in which we are still unlorw- Ky 


** nately engaged, but from which we have ‘ 


** now eller prospect than ever of exirical- & 
** ing ourselves with advantage and honour, sh 
** —/ Applauses.)—Perhaps nothing can ih 
‘** be more mortifying than a contrast of wy 
** what Germany was at the commenct- “Kt 
‘ment of the French Revolution, 2nd 
** what she has since been. At the former “ 
** period mighty in arms, and clate 2 re 
** hope, she menaced that power which has re 
** since overrun her soil, and enslaved her 6 , 
‘* sons—Austria and Prussia, and all her “ 
** other powerful States, in combination * 
*¢ for the avowed purpose of quelling the 4 
** insolence of French democracy : nothing 6 
** was contemplated but the complele dis- ‘6 
‘© memberment or annihilation of that ‘ 
** nation. Since then, but I forbear © cs 
‘enter minutely into the afflicting detail, “ 
** suffice it to say, that bya singular rev0- & 
*Jution of human affairs, Germany has & 
** fallen beneath the yoke of that Power, cs 
** whose squadrons had passed her best 
** protected Jines, at the approach of whose “ 
** squadrons her capital had trembled ; ‘“ 
** since that calamitous period, no opp?! ‘ 
** tunity has been hitherto afforded her “/ ‘ 
** shaking off the degrading yoke, and re- < 
** gaining that character of high renoW": ‘ 
‘* which I am proud to say, has always ‘ 


** been the attribute of the German ory 
*€ At length the opportunity has occurt™ 
‘thanks to the exertions by which ae 
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: tide of conquest has at length been re- 
‘<isted on the Continent; thanks more 
‘articularly to the gallantry of the Rus- 
: sian people, and to the wise and magna- | 
. pimous individual who now directs their 
‘energies. Humane and moderate as he 
is spirited and politic, he has by his 
‘manifestoes endeavoured to arouse every | 
«German to combat in a cause which he | 
‘has guaranteed his own; he has called | 
“on him, as a friend and brother, to assist | 
“in stemming the flood that had nearly | 
‘overwhelmed his native land, -and in 
“driving within their proper precincts the 
“haughty people whose tumultuous pas- 
“sions had created it. I trust the Ger- 
‘man is not to be found who is dead to 
* such a summons—a summons by which 
‘he is called on to combat for the sacred 
purpose of obtaining all that can be dear 
to a people—security for their properties, 
their lives, and, far dearer than either 
of these, their diderfy and their honour. 
‘Loud applause.) To facilitate the ex- 
ertions of a people struggling in such a 
cause, is the object of the present Meet- 
ing—to supply such means of repelling 
“ unjust aggression, as the misfortunes and 
“too long protracted oppression of those 
“‘ who are chiefly interested in repelling it, 
have put it out of their power to obtain 
by any effort of their own. In justice to 
* the Government I have to observe, that 
“they have not manifested any reluctance 
to give their assistance for the further- 
“ance of the objects which we are now 
‘“‘met to promote; but it was impossible 
they should foresee the events which have 
called for more ample support than they 
can possibly furnish on the spur of the 
occasion. When I see the persons com- 
posing the Government inclined to per- 
form their duty, I am always anxious 
not to withhold from them such meed as 
** my approbation can convey. / Applause. / 
** I must now observe, that I wish the 
“ views of the present Meeting to embrace 
** as extensive a field as is possible. Un- 
** doubtedly there are very forcible reasons 
*‘ why I myself should be actuated by 
** feelings more directed to a certain point. 
** Tam a Member of the House of Hanover, 
*“*Tam a Prince of the German Empire, 
‘“* and it may be naturally supposed that f 
“‘am particularly anxious to resist with 
** effect that power: resistance to which 1 
‘* warmly counselled in the great Assembly 
** of the German Princes, which took place 
“in the year 1792; resistance which I 
** have ever since continued to think ought 
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to have been increased in proportion to 
the power and violence of the enemy : 
but I repeat, I wish the principle of the 
Meeting to be as general as possible. 1 


ac 
< 
se. 
_ b : } » ¥ > } : 
Wis it to be so general that every society 


r niammte 6 *® = 
of merchants in Spain, Portugal, or any 


other country where the French conquest 
mav possibly check the wholesome ODe- 
rations of commerce, should feel that 
they are interested in adopting it—should 
feel that they are bound to imbibe that 
spirit by which we are now about to 
prove to our German brethren, that 
though separated by the ocean, our hearts 
‘throb and our blood boils in common 
with theirs, when we think of the ty- 
‘ranny to which they have been subject- 
** ed.”——If I differ very materially in 
opinion with His Royal Highness, I de not 
fail to give him full credit for the most be- 
nevolent intentions; and, I particularly 
applaud the candour of his acknowledg- 
ment, that the first League against the 
French had for its object ** the complete 
** dismemberment, or annihilation, of that 
* nation ;”’ an acknowledgment, which, 
that I know of, has never belore been dis- 
tinctly made by any one who ever approved 
of the war against the French Democracy. 
——It is not a little curious to observe, 
how completely our objects have changed 
since the outset of the war in 1793. We 
were then afraid of nothing but the wild 
spirit of Democracy, We then cried ** war, 
** war against republicans and levellers ;”” 
the terms liberty, sovereign people, citizen, 
and patriot, were used by us as terms ot 
reproach. But, we are now become ab- 
horrers of tyranny, slavery, despotism. 
We have now got over to the liberty side 
of the dispute; and are subscribing away 
as heartily against the Amperor of France 
as we formerly did against the Jacobins and 
Sans-culoties of France. -——His Royal 
Highness says, that he apprehended ** uni- 
** versal destruction” from the principles 
of the French revolution.———I should be 
happy to be informed what is His Royal 
Highness’s notion of ** universal destruc 
‘6 tion.’ It is a phrase of very large 
meaning. But, at the least, it must meam 
nothing short of the killing of all the peo- 
ple and the destroying of all other animals 
and all property in Europe. And why, 
let me be permitted to ask; why make use 
of phrases so very hyperbolical? The 
French revolution had its full swing; it 
was never arrested in its progress by any 
external power. And, did it prove so 
very destroying? The eruth is, that, 
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though attended with frightful crimes and 
with dreadful misery for a while, it de- 
stroyed very little of what was good. But, 
the people, in all countries, are, for the 
far greater part, led away by sounds. If 
they were not, we should never have seen 
the people of England subscribing their 
pound notes in order to purchase their pre- 
servation against the ** deveuring lava,”’ 


as Pitt called it, of the French revolution. | 


If they had taken time to reflect, they 
would, in but a few hours, have been well 
convinced, that the French Democrats 
could not destrey them if they would, and 
that they would not if they could; and 
that, when they heard the words * univer- 
66 sal destruction’’ applied to the object of 
the efforts of the French Democrats, they 
ought to understand it in a very limited 
sense indeed, it being, upon any other 


scale, utterly impossible—— But, if the | 


Royal Duke was so alarmed at the ‘* wide- 
‘* spreading plague of Democracy,’’ one 
would think, that he must entertain feel- 
ings of gratitude towards Buonaparté, who 
has so completely put down the democratic 
spirit and principles. .We are a difficult 
people to please. As long as the French 
talked about liberty and patriotism, we 
used those words in the way of ridicule 
and reproach. Now they have dropped 


. the use of them, we have taken it up, and 


talk as boldly about liberty as our ancestors 
used to do, who never dreamt of what we 
now see and feel, But, I am yet to 
learn, what we now mean by the word 
patriot; by the term ** German Patriots.”’ 
A patriot is a man, who ardently loves his 
country, and is not confined to those who 
are attached to any particular set of rulers. 
I should, for my part, be very slow to 
give the name of patriot to a man in Ger- 
many merely because he had inlisted under 
the banners of Russia, or any other ban- 
ners opposed to France. I must first be 
convinced, that he has taken the side which 
he thinks favourable to the cause of free- 
dom ; 1 mean the freedom of the people ; 
for, it is very likely, that, in some cases, 
a country may be conquered, and the peo- 
ple become not at all the dess free on that 
account. I know-nvt what sort of changes 
the French have made in the govern- 
ment of the conquered parts of Ger- 
many; and, therefore, [ am unable 
to decide upon the degree of merit 
in those who have now risen against them; 
but, I cannot but know very well, that all 

om we have now dis- 
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country by the French. What they \ 


vere 


then doing it is not for me to say; but, | 
am very much afraid, that we may be in 
too great haste to confide in men, who haye 
once, without firing hardly a shot, |aiJ 
down their arms to that very same enemy 
who is now marching against them,— 
The conquered part of Germany contains , 
| population equal to that of France, 7, 
what, then, are we to attribute its having 
been so easily conquered? The Royal Duke 
| brings back our minds to the period whey 
the combined armies were driven out of 
France; to that period when, he tells ys, 
the French capital trembled at their w. 
proach. In this his Royal Highness is on\y 
| deceived. The French capital never tren- 
bled. The combined armies were driven 
out of France by the pecples It was one 
heart and one arm of 26 millions of people 
that drove them out of France. But, be 
this as it may, how could thatone defeat vi 
the allies cause the conquest of Germany, 
and her subjection from that day to this? 
Suppose the French to have sent forth a mil- 
lion of men, Germany had her millions to 
oppose to them; and, if the German nation 
are naturally brave, as 1 do not deny the 
are, must there not have been something 
besides mere physical force to work the cun- 
quest of Germany? How, then, can it be 
| said, that, from 1793 until this day, “no 
| © opportunity has been afforded to Gerinany 
| ** to shake off the degrading yoke?” There 
have always been about 30 miflions of peo- 
| ple in this same Germany, including the 
‘© Zutriots’’ now in motion; what, then, | 
should like to know, have all these people 
_and all these patriots been doing and think- 
| ing about for so long a period? Is not this 
ithe plain truth: that these patriots have 
_ been put into activity, if not created, by the 
appearance of a Russian army amongst then! 
and by the retreat of the French armies: 
And, if this be the case, ought we note 
be cautious how we put any great conlidence 
in the exertions of thesesame ** patriols ’ 
When His Royal Highness talks about 
the French enslaving the sons of Germany; 
he surely does not well weigh the weight o 
his words. His zeal surely carries him 00 
beyond the proper bounds. He will excuse 
me, who never before heard much ol Ger- 
man liberty, in these latter ages, if I «° 
not see how it is possible for the French 
army, or any other but a native army, \ 
enslave 30 millions of people. _ It is easy “ 
talk of subjecting such a nation to tyranny: 
but not so very easy to shew how the thing 
can, by any possibility, be done. Again 








| 
! 








[684 


*Y Were 
S but, | 
NY be in 
ho haye 
ot, laid 
Enemy 
2... 
nlains g 
ce. To 
8 having 
ral Duke 
od when 
D out of 
tells us, 
heiy ub. 
nee . 
> 1S Only 
er trem. 
> driver 
WS one 
f People 
But, be 
lefeat of 
rmany, 
0 this? 
1a mil. 
lions to 
| nation 
ry they 
rething 
3€ Cun- 
n it be 
7 7 ne 
rmany 
There 
! peo- 
ig the 
en, | 
eople 
hink- 
t this 
have 
y the 
them 
ries ? 
ot te 
lence 
{5 3” 
bout 
any, 
it ol 
n on 
cuse 
el 
da 
neh 
(0 
r to 
ry; 
ing 
nst 





§35] 
their will such a mation was never yet en- 
slaved by an invading army. The thing is 
impossible, especially when we consider, 
that Germany had an army equal in number 
tothat of France. For these reasons my 
hopes from the exertions of the ‘* German 
‘* Patriots” are far less sanguine than those 
of his Royal Highness appear to be. 
As tothe opinion, that our prospect of ex- 
tricating ourselves from the war with advan- 
tage and honour, is ‘* now betler than 
‘ever,’ I am obliged to difler very widely 
from his Royal Highness, There have been 
several periods, when the prospect was 
much better, in my humble opinion, than 
itisnow. The end of this campaign will 
tell us what is to be the fate of the Worth of 
Germany; but, of what consequence is that 
part of Europe, compared with Holland, 
Naples, and all Italy? The battle will 
noW, perhaps, be better fought than be- 
fore; but, if victory decide against us, we 
shall be plunged into despair. The same 
enthusiasm does not, perhaps, accompany 
the French armies now that formerly ac- 
companied them; but, on the other side, 
what enthusiasm can there be? ** Security 
‘* for their properties and lives,’’ the Duke 
of Sussex says will now animate the Ger- 
mans; but, why now more than hereto- 
fore? These again are mere words. Nei- 
ther property nor lives were in danger under 
the French. It was impossible, generally 
speaking, that they should be; for, if that 
had been the case, the conquered countries 
could not have been held a day. It is the 
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interest of a conqueror to make the people | 


contented under his sway. Indeed, he is, 
if the country be extensive, compelled to do 
it. There will be some malecontents ; be- 
cause, in cases of conquest, property and 
power do always, in some degree, change 
hands; but, the mass of the people must, 
in all such cases, be conciliated; and this 
is the true reason why, until now, we have 
heard nothing of the ‘* German utriols.”’ 
To keep in subjection a whole people; a 
nation of many millions; to hold such a 
people in subjection by the mere military 
force of a foreign power is impossible. It 
cannot be done. Hf a whole people, in- 
cluding the native army, feel their proper- 
ties and lives in constant hazard, is it to be 
believed, that they will wait for another 
foreign army before they attempt to throw 


off the yoke? The fact, I dare say, is, that 


the persons, who were interested in the ex- 
istence of the old governments of Germany, 
and who, of course, wished for their re- 
establishment, have, upon the appearance 


[6e6 


of a Russian army amongst them, openly 
shown themselves. But, those who have 
acted from this motive, will, in all likeli- 
hood, become inactive from a similar mo- 
tive; and, the French will, I dare say, be 
hailed, if they beat the Russians, with as 
much apparent joy as the Russians have re- 
cently been received. However, there 
is not, as far as I can see, any Aarm in these 
subscriptions. They are far preferable to 
new laxes to raise money for the ** German 
Patriots,’’ This is, indeed, the proper 
way of raising money for the Northern 
War. People give what they like, and 
there is this great advantage in this mode of 
raising the ways and means, thatthe amount 
of the sum raised is the true measure of the 
national feeling in favour of the cause. 








AMERICAN War, The continual dis- 
grace of the American arms in Canada 
would be intolerable in the States, were it 
not so far outweighed by the success of their 
navy. Upon this latter subject I have re- 
ceived many communications, containing 
complaints against the Admirally. I must 
confess, that I do not see the reasonableness 
of these complaints. No man has poiuted 
out howthe Admiralty could have prevented 
what has happened. That they could not, 
ina few months, build ships of the precise 
dimensions of the American ships is certain. 
They could only send out such ships as they 
had; and, that the cause of our defeats hay 
not been the want of hands on board, the 
capture of the Java fully proves. ——It has 
been asserted, in the most positive terms, 
that two-thirds of the seamen of the Ame- 


rican ships of war, and especially*f the 


Conslilution, consist of British seamen. 
There is no such fact stated officially, and I 
am glad of it; for, to me, it would be a 
melancholy thing to reflect, that so many 


hundreds of our countrymen had joined the 


/enemy at the risk, if taken, of being hung 
iup, cut down before dead, having their 


| 


| 





bowels ripped out while yet alive, having 
their heads chopped -off, and their four 


| quarters cut from their sinoking - bodies, 
| Tosuppose that many hundreds of our coun- 


trymen have joined the enemy with the 
terrors of such a punishment before them is 
something so shocking, that I wonder how 
any one can coolly entertain it; what, then, 
must be our wonder at heasing that there 
are people to assert the fact, and that, too, 
in print! For my part, though I feel the 
disgrace of our navy as strongly as any one 
can, I prefer giving to the enemy superior 
skill, and even superior courage, to the as- 
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Cribing of his success to the treason of so 
many hundreds of my own countrymen. 
——To one of the three causes, however, 
his success musi be ascribed; for, as to the 
difference in the weight of melal, it is not 
sufficient to account for such uniform and 
signal success on the part of the Americans. 
They are excellent seamen. Probably the 
very best in the world. Their ships are 
few in number. Their men are select; 
they are all able and fresh; and they are 
urged on by every motive that has a power- 
ful effect in producing a disregard of life, 
Their officers are chosen for their great 
merit alone. The government, in its selec- 
tion, is hampered by no interests, no con- 
sideration uther than that of rendering the 
ships efficient ; and thus, there is no sort of 
drawback to the native courage of the crews. 
~——Itis stated, that the American govern- 
ment have begun the construction of 26 
more frigates, and that the several States 
have made offers of 74 gun ships, one each; 
so that, if this unhappy contest be prolong- 
ed, there is, I think, a fair chance of our 
seeing a very formidable naval enemy in 
the new world. This is what I expressed 
my fears of in my first and second letters 
to the Prince Regent upon the subject of 
this war. ‘The longer the war continues 
the more certain is the realizing of my fears 
on this score. The navy of America must 
increase with the war; and, if it arrive ata 
tolerable force, we shall then begin to re- 
pent of our folly. I know, that this is 
very unpopular language. The country has 
taken up the idea, that the Americans, 
withoul any provocation, have basely join- 
ed the French in the war against us. The 
newspapers have propagated this notion, 
and it is in vain to endeavour to remove it. 
Time and experience, disgrace and sufler- 
ing must opcn the people’s eyes. Ishall, 
however, always say, that the Whigs and 
Mr. Brougham have had a principal hand 
in producing this war with America. Mr. 
Brougham had his Ordersin Council to de- 
molish. It was for him ta make them every 
thing, especially when he had, by his great 
industry and eloquence, succeeded. There- 
fore, when told, by Mr. Rose, that the re- 
peal of the Orders would not prevent war, 
he, full of his achievement, pledged him- 
selfto support.a war against America if the 
repeal did not satisfy her,———He did this, 
and so did Mr. Ponsonby, with my caution 
belore their cyes, I had told them before, 
ahat the repeal would not do without the 
giving up the impressment. And, we are 
mow at war for this latter, and for that 
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alone. So that, in fact, Mr. Brougham, 
certainly without intending it, did harm ,, 
those manufacturers, whose cause he so ze. 
lously and so ably espoused. —The Morn. 
ing Chronicle had, the other day, a para- 
graph in words similar to these :——* The 
** Milional Intelligencer (the American 
** government paper,) has long extracts 
*¢ from Coszpett’s RectstTer, which it cites 
‘¢ with great applause, instead of that coarse 
‘¢ abuse which it formerly heaped upon the 
*¢ same publication.” My mind _ has 
been put to the torture to guess at the real 
object of this observation. I do not see any 
thing wrong in this American paper having 
changed its manner and tene and sentiments 
with regard to articles 6f my humble pro- 
duction. I see no sin init. And, as to 
myself, what can I wish for more than to 
see approved of in America my sincere and 
zealous efforts to preserve peace between the 
two countries? The whole of my endea- 
vours, as connected with the subject of the 
American dispute, have had this simple 
object, and could not have any other ob- 
ject; and, though my endeavours have 
proved unsuccessful, I see no reason why 
the Morning Chronicle should grudge me a 
small pittance of praise. If my advice 
had been followed, British naval prowess 
would still have been without a rival. The 
names of Hull, and Decatur, and Bain- 
bridge would still have been unknown. | 
did not wish to see this navy raised up, and 
I endeavoured to prevent the occasion for it. 
If the Morning Chronicle had done the 
same, it might have had its share of the 
praise of the National Intelligencer. 
Wm. COBBETT. 

Botley, 6th May, 1813. 
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PRINCESS OF WALES. 


WESTMINSTER ADDRESS AND ANSWER: 


** To Her Royal Highness the Princess of 
Wales. 


¢ We, the Inhabitant Householders of the 
City and Liberties of Westminster, legally 
assembled, beg leave to approach your 
Royal Highness with an affectionate A¢- 
dress. 

** We participate with our fellow-sub- 
jects (the Citizens of London) in sent- 
ments of undiminished esteem for you! 
Royal Highness, and of just indignation at 
the foul conspiracy, which, it is now 4?” 
parent, has been long carrying 00 yn 
your Royal Highness’s honour and |i “ 
We admire the patience, forbearance, 
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resignation, with which your Royal High- 
ness has submitted, for so Jong a time, to 
neglect and reproach as humiliating as un- 
deserved, even to the very verge of acqui- 
escence in calumnies the most foul, scan- 
dalous, and false. Your Royal Highness 
was compelled at length to vindicate your 
own honour, involving that of your Royal 
Daughter, our future Sovereign. And we 
congratulate your Royal Highness on the 
magnanimity and wisdom which prompted 
you to demand, in the face of the Nation, 
from the two Houses of Parliament, that 


titled, ** either to be proved guilty or 
treated as innocent.’’ 

‘* We are firmly of opinion that those 
who advised the separation of a beloved and 
aflectionate daughter from such a mother, | 
had any thing in view rather than the good | 
of the illustrious object of your Royal High- | 
ness’s warmest and best affections, or of | 
the country over which she is destined to | 
rule, 

‘* But we are unable to express our grief | 
and astonishment, at the cruelty, injustice, | 
and insolence, with which your Royal | 
Highness’s Appeal was withheld from | 
~ s, or at the cold and re- | 
luctant reception it met with froma 
Majority of the House of Commons ; and 
we assure your Royal Highness, that upon 
this, as upon most other occasions, the 
sentiments of that Majority are no 
ways in conformity with those of the peo- 
ple; and we Hatter ourselves your Royal 
Highness will not, from so inadequate a | 
criterion, estimate the feelings of a loyal | 
and generous nation. We ardently hope 
the treatment your Royal Highness has re- | 
ceived will deeply imprint on the mind of 
every thinking man, this great, this indis- | 
putable truth—that without an honest House 
of Commons, justice can nv more be en- | 
sured to the highest than to the lowest in- | 
dividual in the land. 

‘*¢ We assure your Royal Highness, that 
regard for our Country, as well as for that 
deference we bear your Royal Highness, 
will make us ready at all times to give 
your Royal Highness proof of our attach- 
ment and devotion, and of our anxious 
solitude for your welfare, happiness, and 
honour, 


** (Signed) Anruur Morris, High Bailiff.” 














Answer of Her Royal Highness. 
‘< I return you my sincere thanks for the 
regard towards me so kindly expressed in 
this Address. Upon this as on other im- 
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portant occasions, the sentiments of West- 
minster are in unison with those of the 
whole country. 

‘Permit me to add, that therecan be no 
doubt that the refusal of Parliament to en- 
tertain the question, only originated in a 
conviction that my innocence stood above 
all suspicion, and an apprehension that 
Parliamentary interference might delay the 
restoration to my daughter’s society, so 
universally desired.”’ 


Common Councit or Lonpon Anpress 
AND ANSWER. : 

The Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council, presented their Congratula- 
tory Address to the Princess of Wales, 
upon Her Royal Highness’s complete and 
happy triumph over the late foul and atro- 
cious conspiracy against her life and ho- 
nour. They left Guildhall a little before 
twelve o’clock, and proceeded through 
Fleet-street, the Strand, Pall-mall, St. 
James’s-street, and Piccadilly, to Kensing- 
ton Palace. In Pall-mall the populace 
gave several cheers when they came oppo- 
site Carlton-house. The Lord Mayor, 
Recorder, Sheriffs, Town Clerk, City 
Remembrancer, Chamberlain, and Law 
Officers, attended. We also noticed the 
following Aldermen :—Ald. Combe, Tho- 
mas Smith, John Joseph Smith, Domville, 


Wood, Goodbehere, Heygate, and an un- — 


usually large attendance of the Members of 
the Common Council. Mr. Waithman, 
the Mover of the Address, accompanied 
Mr. Alderman Thomas Smith. The pro- 
cession arrived at Kensington a little before 
two. The Address was read by Mr. Re- 
The Princess delivered her an- 
swer with great dignity and feeling, The 
Lord Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, 
kissed hands, after which Mr. Waithman 
was introduced, when Her Royal High- 
ness, in a clear and distinct manner, 
so as to be audible to all present said, 
‘““T am very glad to see you; I feel 
highly grateful for the interest you have 
taken in my honour and happiness; I 
am sure, neither I nor my daughter will 
ever forget it.’’ All the Members of the 
Court had the honour of kissing her Royal 
Highness’s hand. Her Royal Highness 
afterwards conversed with Mr. Alderman 
Wood, Mr. Alderman Heygate, Mr. 
Waithman, and Mr. Favell; she observed, 
‘¢ that she felt very much agitated at first ; 
but I hope you will make great allowance 
for my situation, and my not speaking the 
language perfecitly.”” The procession re- 
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turned in the same manner. The day was 
very unfavourable, owing to the rain and 
the dirtiness of the streets; but, notwith- 
standing, the streets were crowded, and a 
large concourse of people had assembled in 
Hyde Park and Kensington, The whole 
was conducted with the greatest order and 
regularity.x——Her Royal Highness took 
the same route in travelling as onthe lormer 
occasion. She left Montague-house about 
half past ten o’clock, in her travelling car- 
riage, attended by Lady Charlotte Lindsay 
and Lady Charlotte’ Campbell, and pro- 
ceeded by cross roads over Battersea Bridge, 
and arrived 2t Kensington Palace at half 
past eleven, The procession arrived at 
the Palace at ten minutes past one. The 
same regulations were observed as when the 
Address of the Livery was presented. The 
Lord Mayor was shewn into the anti Draw- 
ing-room, and the others remained in the 
grand Drawing-room till they had all left 
their carriages,— which being done, it was 
announced to the Princess, when she enter- 
ed the grand Dining-room from a back Anti- 
room, attended by Mr. St. Leger, her Vice- 
Chamberlain, Ladies Charlotte Lindsay, 
Charlotte Campbell, and Ann Hamilton, 
her Ladies in waiting, and Miss Garth, her 
bed-chamber woman. Her Royal High- 
ness took her station on the right side of the 
upper end of the room. The Lord Mayor, 
&c. were then admitted into the room, when 
they bowed respectfully. 
_ corder had read the Address, he gave it to 
the Lord Mayor. His Lordship presented 
it to the Princess, and she handed it to her 
Vice-Chamberlain. After the Corpora- 











tion had retired, her Royal Highness went | 
| honour, that of your illustrious consort, and 


to the windows of the dining and drawing- 
rooms, and at the balcony on the first floor, 
and was received with great applause by the 
populace assembled on the grass plat. Her 
Royal Highness had a select party to dinner 
at three o'clock, and at half past six set off 
en her return to Blackheath. 


To her Royal Highness the Princess of 
Wales. 


** The Loyal and Dutiful Address of the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons of the City of London, in Com- 
mon Council assembled. 

“* May it please your Royal Highness, 

** We, his Majesty’s most dutiful and 

loyal subjects, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Commons of the City of London, in 
Common Council asseifibled, deeply inte- 
rested in whatever concerns the honour and 
_ happiness of your Royal Highness, and the 


When the Re- | 
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Illustrious Family with whom you are s, 
intimately allied, approach your Royal 
Highness, to offer our sincere congratul,. 
tions on the signal and decisive triumph 
your Royal Highness has recently obtained. 

** We have witnessed with horror and 
indignation the odious and wicked cunspi- 
racy which, by malice the most inveterate 
has for so many years been directed against 
your life and honvur; and we beg to assure 
your Royal Highness, that while we hold 
in the utmost abhorrence acts so base and 
atrocious, we cannot sufficieutly express our 
admiration of the dignified forbearance and 
magnanimity which your Royal Highness 
has manifested under 4-persecution of such 
duration, and aggravated by circumstances 
so trying and afflicting. 

*¢ During the whole of this most arduous 
conflict, we havemever ceased to regard the 
dangerous situation of your Royal Highness 
with feelings of the most lively sympathy, 
and we have beheld in the fortitude and 
firmness of your Royal Highness, conviction 
the most decisive of the unblemished recti- 
tude of your conduct, which not only dared, 
but courted the most rigid investigation; 
and greatly as we lament that your Royal 
Highness. should have been compelled, by 
any combination of events, to claim to be 
considered as innocent, or proved to be 
guilty, yet we feel with your Royal High- 
fiess thatthe period had at-length arrived 
when forbearance would have ceased to have 
been avirtue, . fh 

** We cannot, therefore, sufficiently ap- 
plaud the wisdom and firmness displayed 
by your Royal Highness in demanding, for 
the more public vindication of your own 


the safety, peace, and happiness of these 
realms, an open. inquiry into the base 
charges of your Galumniators, or aa unqua- 
lied admission of your innocence. 

** We siucerely offer to your Royal 
Highness our heartfelt congratulations 
your complete and happy triumph over 5° 
dark and detestable a conspiracy, supported 
as it was by subornation and perjury; and 
we are most grateful to your Royal High- 
ness for the proofs we have received in 30 
firmly defending your own honour, of the 
anxiety you feel for the welfare and happ' 
ness of these kingdoms—this conduct affords 
to us the surest pledge of the blessings ¥° 
may expect from your Royal Highness, 
when it shall please Providence to ont 
your Royal Highness, ‘with your Roya 
Consort, on the British Throne; and w° 


most ardently hope, that the painful ro! 
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lection ef your past sufferings may be lost 
in the pleasing enjoyment of an unrestricted 
intercourse with your Illustrious Daughter, 
the Princess Charlotte, and that she, with- 
out the same painful occasion to exercise 
them, may inherit all the virtues of her 
Royal Mother, and afford us the consoling 
hope, that taught to venerate the free prin- 
ciples of the British Constitution as the best 
protection for innocence and security against 
oppression, she may, should the period ever 
arrive when she may be called to preside 
over the destinies of this Empire, uphold 
and maintain our liberties, and reign in the 
hearts of a free, happy, and united people. 
© Signed, by Order of Court, 
‘6 Henry Wooprsorre.” 


Answer of Her Royal Highness. 

‘| receive with the greatest satisfaction 
the congratulations of the City of London ; 
no branch of the House of Brunswick can 
ever forget to whose exertions chiefly it 
owes the Throne of those realms, and I 
have now peculiar reason to know the value 
of the. Constitution which those exertions 
purchased, because I have found it a sure 
protection when I had no other defence. 

‘+ The extraordinary situation in which I 
was placed compelled me to come forward 

odbur and my life. | 

‘| have been rewarded not only by the 
universal acknowledgment of my innocence, 
but by testimonies of affection from q loyal 
aud high-spirited people, which I. shall 
gratefully remember as long as I live. 

‘‘ At the present moment.I am rather 
disposed to dwell upon this pleasing cir- 
cumstance, thdn upon any recollection of a 
less agreeable kind. The trials, however, 
which I have undergone will, I am confi- 
dent, produce one good effect—they will 
confirm in my Daughter’s mind that attach- 
inent to the Constitution which she already 
cherished, and impress her more and more 
with the conviction, that no station can be 
secure except in a free country: it is both 


the interest and the most sacred duty of an 


English Monarch to watch over the liber- 
ties of the people.”’ hs 


a 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


San PRUSSIA. 
Proclamation of the Saxon Commissioners. 
(Continued from page 672.) 


ulate the affairs of the kingdom, recom- 


mend to their fellow-citizens an y 





and peaceable demeanor in this new and 
afflicting aspect of public affairs, They 
assure their countrymen the merit of their 
present and past obedience is not unknown 
to their beloved Monarch, who, though 
overwhelmed with cares and sickness, will 
shortly be in a situation to give them fresh 
proofs of his paternal regard. The Com- 
mission have been honoured by accounts 
from the Sovereign, dated Amberg, the 
18th of March. His Majesty was then 
proceeding to Ratisbon., -All loyal Saxons 
may rely on this intelligence. The Mo- 
narch will return. _ In the meanwhile they 
recommend submission to the course of 
events. Circumstances may render it ne- 
cessary for the French General to withdraw 
his troops from the city, to meet the foe at 
other points; in which case the Russians 
may be received and provided with quar- 
ters and refreshments. It cannot be deem- 
ed criminal to yield, when resistance would 
be destruction. The Commission exhort 
their fellow-countrymen not to suffer them- 
selves to be seduced from their allegiance, 
So foul an act would justly efface the merit 
of all their sacrifices during the last ten 
years, 
Dresden, March 28, 1813. 





GERMANY. 


Proclamalion of General St, Cyr to the In- 
habitants of the New Departments. 


InwaBitants !—I learn with the deep- 
est regret, that evil disposed men, agents 
of the enemy, have mingled among all 
classes of your population, and seduced 
many to break that oath of allegiance which 
they had taken to Napoleon the Great, on 
the union of these departments with the 
Empire of France, Chimerical and absurd 
as the hopes are which these men have held 
out, they appear to have had but too much 
success. In frantic terms they have ex- 
horted you to seize the opportunity of 
breaking your chains; and confide impli- 
citly to the promises of avowed enemies for 
the realization of a happiness, which can 
alone be conferred and secured to you by 
the great Monarch who.now sways the scep- 
tre of France. Reflect by whom these pro- 
mises have been made ; ‘es nation of bar- 
barians, whose army, beaten in‘ every en- 
counter, was preserved from annihilation, 
and its kingdom from and de- 
struction, solely by the premature rigo 


_of a season for which we were unprovi ; 
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many; and have every where endeavoured 
to sow the seeds of disunion. Dreading a 
renewal of the war in Russia, they seek 
allies in Germany, who will assuredly be- 
come their victims, and be abandoned, on 
the first movement of the armies which are 
now organizing throughout the provinces of 
France. Recal to mind the acts of those 
who now entice you to rebellion. Remem- 
ber in what manner they have abandoned 
you on former occasions, and ask yourselves 
what support they are likely to afford you. 
The vanguard of the Russian army las only 
crossed the Elbe to plunder and destroy, 
and has retired on the approach of our 
troops. The forces of that power have ad- 
vanced with a temerity which will not 
escape chastisement. The first batcle will 
be the signal for the garrisons of the for- 
tresses they have left in their rear, to sally 
out and cut off their retreat. The first de- 
feat will be to them annihilation; too hap- 
py if the remains of their armies are per- 
mitted to return by capitulation. Prussia 
has been compelled to unite with the ene- 
my. Her conduct merits as much pity as 
contempt. But she will be the first to 
abandon the alliance she has formed. From 
England do you expect succours? Alas! 
what nation ever confided in her friendship 
that escaped ruin. Banished from the 
Continent, the woes of the nations that in- 
habit it are regarded by her with exul- 
tation ! Inhabitants! Return to your 
homes, resume vour occupations, and be 
assured, the armies that are now hasten- 
ing from the interior will quickly drive the 
Russians into their own country. 

(Signed) Cara St. Cyr, General, &e. 
Oiterberg, April 2, 18153. 





Russian Address to the Germans. 


While the victorious warriors of Russia, 
accompanied by those of His Majesty the 
King of Prussia, his ally, appear in Cer- 
many, His Majesty the Emperor of Russia, 
and His Majesty the King of Prussia, an- 
nounce to the Princes and nations of Ger- 
many, the return of ,liberty and inde- 
pendence. They only come with an in- 
tention of aiding them to reconquer those 
inalienable benefits of nations, and of af- 
fording powerful protection, and lasting 
security, to the regeneration of a venerable 
Empire,——These two armies, trusting 
in God, and full of courage, advance, 
hoping that every German, without dis- 
tinction, will join them, &c.——The Con- 
federation of the Rhine, that deceitful fet- 
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ter with which the general Disturber boun¢ 
Germany, after dismembering her, and 
even obscuring her ancient name, can no 
longer be tolerated, as it is the effect of 
foreign constraint and of foreign influence, 
It must be dissolved. Their Majesties 
will only give protection while the German 
Princes and nations are engaged in cow- 
pleting the grand work. Let France, 
who is beauteous and strong through her. 
self, occupy herself, in future, in pro- 
moting her internal welfare! No foreign 
power intends disturbing it—no hostile 
power shall be sent against her rightful 
frontiers. But be it known to France, that 
the other powers are solicitous of conquer- 
ing lasting tranquillity for their subjects, 
and that they will not lay down their arms, 
until the foundation of the independence: 
of every European state has been establish- 
ed and secured, In the name of their 
Majesties the Emperor of Russia and King 
of Prussia. 
Prince Ku rousorr SMoLensk, 
Field Marshal and Commander in Chief of 
the Allied Army. 
Head-quarters, Kalisch, 13th (25th) 
March, 1813. 














FRANCE. 
ImreriAL Decree. 
Palace of the Thuilleries, March 25, 1815. 


Napoleon, Emperor of the French, &c. 
We have decreed and do decree as follows: 
Art. 1. The Concordat, signed at 
Fontainbleau, which regulates the affuirs 
of the Church, and which was, on the 15th 
of February, 1813, published as the law 
of the State, is obligatory upon our Arch- 
bishops, Bishops, and Chapters, who 
shali be bound to conform to it.——2. As 
soon as we shall have nominated to a va- 
cant Bishoprick, and communicated such 
nomination to the Holy Father, in the 
forms prescribed by the Concordat, ou 
Minister of Worship shall send an account 
of such nomination to the Metropolitad, 
and if the nomination be a Metropolitan, 
to the oldest Bishop of the Ecclesiastical 
Province. 3. The persons whom we 
shall have nominated, shall appear belore 
the Metropolitan, who will make the pre 
scribed inquiries, and address the result 
of them to the Holy Father.——4. I! the 
person nominated should be under any &- 
clesiastical exclusion, the Metropolitan wil 
immediately inform us of it; and in the 
casg where no reason for ecclesiastical ¢* 
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clusion exists, if the appointment is not 
made by the Pope, within six months from 
the notification of our nomination, accord- 
ing to the 4th Article of the Concordat, 
the Metropolitan, assisted by the Bishops 
of the Ecclesiastical province, shall be 
obliged to give the said appointment. 
5. Our Imperial Courts shall take cogni- 
zance of all the affairs known under the 
name of appeals, as abuses, as well as of 
those which may result from the non-ex- 
ecution of the laws of the Concordat.—-— 
6. Our Grand Judge shall present a pro- 
jet for a law, to be discussed in our coun- 
cil, to determine the proceedings and pe- 
nalties applicable in these matters. Te 
Our Ministers of France and the Kingdom 
of Italy are charged with the execution of 
the present decree, which shall be inserted 
.in the Bulletin of the Laws. 

(Signed) By the Emperor, Napo.eon, 
{Sigued) By the Minister 

Secretary of State, 








Count Daru. 





AMERICAN WAR. 
Downing-street, April 22, 1813. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is a 
copy, was this day received by the Earl 
Bathurst, one of His Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State, from Lieutenant-Gen. 
Sir George Prevost, Bart. Governor Gene- 
ral and Commander in Chief of the Forces 
in North America. 

Quebec, Feb. 8, 1813. 

My Lord,—I have the honour to con- 
gratulate your Lordship upon the signal 
success which has again attended His Ma- 
jesty’s arms in Upper Canada. Briga- 
dier-General Winchester, with a division 
of the forces of the United States, consist- 
ing of upwards of one thousand men, being 
the right wing of Major-General Harrison's 
army, thrown in advance, marching to the 
attack of Detroit, was completely defeated 
on the 22d January last, by Colonel Proc- 
tor, commanding in the Michigan territory, 
with a force which he had hastily collected 
upon the approach of the enemy, consisting 
of a small detachment of the 10th Royal 
Veteran Battalion, three companies of the 
4ist regiment, a party of the Royal New- 
foundland Fencibles, the sailors belonging 
to the Queen Charlotte, and one hundred 
and filty of the Essex militia, not exceeding 
five hundred regulars and militia, and about 
six hundred Indians; the result of the ac- 
tion has been the surrender of Brigadier- 
General Winchester, with five hundred of- 
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ficers, non-commissioned officers, and pri- 
vates of the American army, and with a 
loss on their part of nearly the like number 
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in killed and wounded. For the details of 
this affair, which reflects the highest credit 
on Colonel Proctor, for the promptitude, 
gallantry, and decision which he has mani- 
fested upon this occasion, I beg leave to re- 
fer your Lordship to his letter to Major- 
General Sheaffe, herewith transmitted. 
I have also the honour of transmitting to 
your Lordship returns of the killed and 
wounded on our part, and of the prisoners 
taken from the enemy, the latter of which, 
your Lordship will] not fail to observe, more 
than exceeded the whole of the regular and 
militia force which Colonel Proctor had to 
oppose to them. Major-General Harrison, 
with the main body of his army, consist- 
ing of about two thousand men, was re- 
ported to be four or five days march distant 
from Brigadier-General Winchester’s divi- 
sion, advancing in the direction of Detroit. 
I think it not improbable that, upon 
hearing of the disaster of this division and 
the loss of the supplies, he may commence 
his retreat; but should he persevere in his 
endeavours to penetrate further into the Mi- 
chigan territory, I feel the fullest confidence 
in the skill and bravery of Col. Proctor 
and the troops under his command, for an 
effectual resistance to every attempt of the 
enemy in that quarter. A small detach- 
ment from the royal artillery, at Fort 
George, with the light infantry company of 
the 41st regiment, have marched to rein- 
force Detroit; they are to be replaced on 
the Niagara frontier by troops now in mo- 
tion from Montreal. I have the honour 
to be, &c. 
(Signed) Georce Prevosr. 

To the Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, &c. &c, 














Sandwich, Jan. 25, 1813. 

Sir,—In my last dispatch I acquainted 
you that the enemy was in the Michigan 
territory, marching upon Detroit, and that 
I therefore deemed it necessary that he 
should be attacked without delay, with all 
and every description of force within my 
reach. Early in the morning of the 19th, 
I was informed of his being in possession of 
Frenchtown, vn the river Raisin, 26 miles 
from Detroit, after experiencing every re- 
sistance that Major Reynolds, of the Essex 
militia, had it in his power to make, with 
a three-pounder, well served and directed 
by Bombardier Kitson, of the royal artil- 
Jery, and the militia, three of whom he 
had well trained to the use of it. The re- 
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treat of the gun was covered by a brave 
band of Indians, who made the enemy pay 
dear for what he obtained. This party, 
composed of militia and Indians, with the 
gun, fell back eighteen miles to Brown’s 
Town, the settlement of the brave Wyan- 
dots, where I directed my force to assemble. 
On the @2ist instant, I advanced twelve 
miles to Swan Creek, from whence we 
marched to the enemy, and attacked him at 
break of day on the 22d instant; and after 
suffering, for our numbers, a considerable 
loss, the enemy’s force posted in houses and 
enclosures, and which, from dread of fall- 
ing into the hands of the Indiaus, they most 
obstinately defended, at length surrendered 
at discretion; the other part of their force, 
in attempting to retreat by the way they 
came, were, 1 believe, all, or with very 
few exceptions, killed by the Indians. 
Brigadier-General Winchester was taken in 
the pursuit by the Wyandot Chief Round- 
head, who afterwards surrendered him to 
me.——You will perceive that I] have lost no 
time; indeed it was necessary to be prompt 
in my movements, as the enemy would have 
been joined by Majur-General Harrison in 
a few days. The troops, the marines, and 
the militia, displayed’ great bravery, and 
behaved uncommonly well. Where so 
much zeal and spirit were manifested, it 
would be unjust to attempt to particularize 
any; I cannot, however, refrain from men- 
tioning Lieut.-Colonel St. George, who re- 
ceived four wounds in a gallant attempt to 
occupy a building which was favourably 
situated for annoying the enemy; together 
with Ensign Kerr, of the Newfoundland re- 
giment, who, I fear, is very dangerously 
wounded. The zeal and courage of the 
Indian department were never more con- 
spicuous than on this occasion, and the In- 
dian warriors fought with their usual 
bravery. I am much indebted to the dif- 
ferent departments, the troops having been 
well and timely supplied with every requi- 
site the district could afford. —-I have 
fortunately not been deprived of the ser- 
vices of Lieut. Troughton, of the Royal Ar- 
tillery, and acting in the Quarter-master 
General’s department, although he was 
wounded, to whose zealous and unwearied 


exertions I ag so greatly indebted, as well 


as to the whole of the Royal Artillery, for 
. their conduct in this affair.——I enclose a 


list of the killed and wounded, and cannot 


but lament that there are so many of both, 
but of the latter I am happy to say a large 
proportion will return to their duty, and 
most of them in a short time; I alsoenclose 
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a return of the arms and ammunition whic}, 
have been taken, as well as of the Prisoners 
whom you will perceive to be equal to my 
utmost force, exclusive of the Indians,—__ 
It is reported that a party, consisting of 109 


men, bringing 500 hogs for General Wiy- 


: 
chester’s force, has been completely cut off 


by the Indians, and the convoy taken, — 
Lieut. M‘Lean, my acting Brigade-Major, 
whose gallantry and exertions were conspi- 
cuous on the 22d instant, is the bearer of 
this dispatch, and will be able to afford you 
every information respecting our situation, 
——lI have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Henry Proctor, Col.-Com. 
To Major-Gen, Sheaffe, &c. Fort George. 





Admiralty-Office, April 20, 1813, 

Letters, of which the following are Copies 
and Extracts, have been transmitted to 
this Office by Rear-Admiral Dixon, ad- 
dressed to John Wilson Croker, Esq. 
by Lieut. Chads, late First Lieutenant 

of His Majesty’s ship Java. 
United States frigate Constitution, off 

St. Salvador, 
December 31, 1812. 

Sir,—It is with deep regret that I write 
to you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that lls 
Majesty’s ship is no more, after sustaining 
an action on the 29th instant, for several 
hours, with the American frigate Consti- 
tution, which resulied in the capture and 
ultimate destruction of His Majesty’s slip. 
Captain Lambert being dangerously wound- 
ed in the height of the action,’ the melan- 
choly task of writing the detail devolves 
me, On the morning of the 29¢! 1 
stant, at eight A. A. off St, Salvador (co 
of Brazil), the wind at N. E. we percetve 
a strange sail; made all sail in chase, and 
soon made her out to be a large frigate; 
noon prepared for action, the chase not 4! 
swering our priyate signals, and tacking 
towards us under easy sail ; when abou! 
four miles distant she made a sigual, ® 
immediately tacked and made all sail a4! 
upon the wind. We soon found we had 
the advantage of her in sailing, and ca™* 
up with her fast, when she hoisted AM 
rican colours; she then bore about three 
points on our lee bow. At fifty minut 
past one P. M. the enemy shortened sail 
upon which we bore down upon her: » 
ten minutes past two, half @ 





when about ha 
mile distant, she opened her fire, giving 
her larboard broadside, which was no! 
turned till’ we were’ close on her weather 
bow. Both ships now manceuvred (0 °” 
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tin advantageous positions, our opponent 
evidently avoiding close action, and firing 
hich to disable our masts, in which he 
succeeded too well, having shot away the 
head of our bowsprit with the jib-boom, 
and our running rigging so much cut as to 
nrevent our preserving the weather-gage. 
-——At five minutes past three, finding 
‘he enemy’s raking fire extremely heavy, 
Capt. Lambert, ordered the ship to be laid 
on board, in which we should have suc- 
ceeded, had not our fore-imast been shot 
away at this moment, the remains of our 
bowsprit passing over his talfrail; shortly 
after this the maintop-mast wenf, leaving 
the ship totally unmanageable, with most 
of our starboard guns rendered useless from 
the wreck lying over them.——At half- 
past three our gallant Captain received a 
dangerous wound in the breast, and was 
carried below; frem this time we could 
not fire more than two or three guns until a 
quarter-past four, when our mizen-mast 
was shot away; the ship then fell off a 
Jittle, and brought many of our starboard 
guns to bear: the enemy’s rigging was so 
much cut, that he could not now avoid 
shooting a-head, which brought us fairly 
broadside and broadside. Our main-yard 


now went in the slings, both ships conti- | 
}man, apd marine on board ; in justice to 


nued engaged in this manuer till thirty-five 
minutes past four, we frequently on fre, 
in consequence of the wreck lyjng on the 
side engaged. Our opponent now made 
sail a~head out of gun-shot, where he re- 
mained an hour repairing his damages, 
leaving us an unmanageable wreck, with 
only the mainmast left, and that tottering. 
Every exertion was wade by us during this 
interval to place the ship in a state to re- 
new the action. We succeeded in clearing 
the wreck of our masts from our guns, a 
sail was set on the stumps of the fore-mast 
and bowsprit, the weather-half of the main- 
yard remaining aloft, the main-tack was 
got forward in the hope of getting the ship 
before the wind, our helm being still per- 
fect; the effort unfortunately proved inef- 
fectual, from the main-mast falling over 
the side, from the heavy rolling of the ship, 
which nearly covered the whole of our 
starboard guns. We still waited the at- 
tack of the enemy, he now standing towards 
us for that purpose; on his coming nearly 
within hail of us, and from his manceuvre 
perceiving he intended a position a head, 
where he could rake us without a possibility 
of our returning a shot, I theu consulted 
the officers, who agreed with myself that 
our having a great part of our crew killed 
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and wounded, our bowsprit and three 
inasts gone, several guns useless, we should 
not be justified in wasting the lives of more 
of those remaining, who I hope their Lord- 
ships and the Country will think have 
bravely defended His Majesty’s ship; un- 
der these circumstances, however relucta 
antly, at fifty minutes past five, our co- 
lours were lowered from the stump of the 
inizen-mast, and we were taken possession 
of, a little after six, by the American fri- 
gate Constitution, commanded by Commo- 
dore Bainbridge, who, immediately after 
ascertaining the state of the ship, resolved 
on burning her, which we had the satis- 
faction of seeing done as soon as the wound- 
ed were removed. Annexed I send you a 
return of the killed and wounded, and it is 
with pain I perceive it so numerous; also 
a statement of the comparative force of the 
two ships, when I hope their Lordships 
will not think the British flag tarnished, al- 
though success hus not attended us. It 
would be presumptuous in me to speak of 
Captain Lambert’s merits, who, though 
still in danger from his wound, we still 
entertain the greatest hopes of his being 


restored to the service and his country.——-- 


It is most gratifying to my feelings to 
notice the gallantry of every officer, sea- 


ihe officers, I beg leave to mention them 
individually. I can never speak too highly 
of the able exertions of Lieutenants Hev- 
ringham, and Buchanan, and also Mr. 
Robinson, Master, who was severely 
wounded, and Lieutenants Mercer and Da- 
vis, of the royal marines, 
whom was also severely wounded. To 
Captain John Marshall, R. N. who was a 
passenger, I am particularly obliged for 
his exertions and advice throughout the 
action. To Lieutenant Aplin, who was on 
the main deck, and Lieutenant Saunders, 
who commanded on the forecastle, | also 
return my thanks, I cannot but notice the 
good conduct of the mates and midshipmen, 
many of whom are killed, and the greater 
part wounded. ‘To Mr. T. C. Jones, Sur- 
geon, aud his assistants, every pratse is 
due for their unwearied assiduity in the 
care of the.wounded. Lieut.-General His- 
lop, Major Walker, and Captain Wood, 
of his staff, the latter of whom was severely 
wounded, were solicitous to assist and re- 
main on the quarter-deck, I cannot con- 
clude this letter without expressing my 





grateful acknowledgments, thus publicly, 
for the generous treatment Captain Lam- 
bert and his officers have experienced from 


the latter of 
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our gallant enemy, Commodore Bainbridge, 
I have the honour to 





and. his. officers. 
be, &c. 
HY. D. CHADS, First Lieutenant 

of His Majesty’s late ship Java. 


P.S. The Constitution has also suffered 
severely, both in her rigging and men, | 
having her fore and mizen-masts, maintop- 
both maintopsail-yards, spanker- 
boom, gaff, and trysail-mast badly shot, 
and the greatest part of the standing rig- 
ging very much damaged, with ten men: 
killed, the Commodore, Fifth Lieutenant, 
and forty-six men wounded, four of whom 


mast, 


are since dead. 
Force of the Two Ships. 
JAVA. 
28 long eighteen-pounders. 
16 carronades, thirty-two-pounders. 
2 loug nine- pounders, 
46 guns. 
Weight of metal, 1,034 Ib. 
Ship’s company and supernumeraries, 377. 
ConstirurTion. 
32 long twenty-four-pounders. 
22 carronades, thirty-two-pounders. 
1 carronade, cighteen-pounder, 
55 guns. 
Weight of metai, 1,490 ib. 
Crew, 480. 





AMERICAN STATES. 


Washington, March 4, 

At twelve o'clock this day, James Madi- 
son, the President of the United States 
elect, having attended at the Capital for 
the purpose of taking the Oath of Office, 
delivered to the vast concourse of people 
assembled on the occasion, the following 
Speech :— | 

*¢ About to add the solemnity of an oath 
to the obligations imposed by a second call 
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has been renewed. From the weigh; 
and magnitude now belonging to it, | 
should be compelled to shrink, if I had 
less reliance on the support of an enlighten- 
ed and generous people, and feel less deep. 
ly a conviction, that the war witha pow- 
erful nation, which forms so prominent 2 
feature in our situation, is stamped with 
that justice which invites the smiles of 
Heaven on the means of conducting it to a 
successful termination. May we not 
cherish this sentiment, without presump- 
tion, when we reflect on the characters by 
which this war is distinguished ?——|, 
was not declared on the part of the United 
States until it had been long made on them 
in reality, though not in name—until ar- 
guments and expostulations had been ex- 
hausted—until a positive declaration had 
been received that the wrongs provoking it 
would not be discontinued—nor until this 
appeal could no longer be delayed without 
breaking down the spirit of the nation, de- 
stroying all confidence in itself and in its 
political institutions; and either perpetu- 
ating a state of disgraceful suffering, or re- 
gaining, by more costly sacrifices and more 
severe struggles, our lost rank and respect 
among independent powers,—;—-On tle 
issue of the war are staked our natioual s9- 
vereignty on the high seas, and security o! 
an important class of citizens, whose occu- 
pations give the proper value to those ol 
every other class. Not to contend for such 
a stake, is to surrender our equality with 
other Powers on the element common to all, 
and to violate the sacred title which every 
member of the society has to its protection. 
I need not call into view the unlawlul- 
ness of the practice, by which our marinels 
are forced, at the will of every cruising 
officer, from their own vessels into foreig 
ones, nor paint the outrages inseparable 
from it, The proofs are in the records of 








. . ‘ | » e- . o 
to the station in which my country has here | each successive administration of our £0 


before placed me, I find in the presence of 
this respectable assembly, an opportunity 
of publicly repeating my profound sense of 
so distinguished a confidence, and of the 
responsibility united with it. The im- 
pressions on me are strengthened by such 
an evidence, that my faithful endeavours to 
discharge my arduous duties have been fa- 


vernment—and the cruel sufferings of that 
portion of the American people have found 
their way to every bosom not dead (0 
the sympathies of human nature.~—~ 
As the war was just in its origin, and ne- 
cessary and noble in its objects; we ca? re- 
flect with a proud satisfaction, that care 
(To be continued.) 
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vourably estimated ; and by a consideration 
on the momentous period at which the tris, 












